ESSAY ASSIGNMENT #3    
Literary-Critical Analysis/Composition 1302/ Spring 2019
Introduction

Your essay should answer the following question:   How does Flannery O’Conner illustrate her understanding of human nature (the way people behave and think) and the role of God in the world, or lack thereof, in her short stories.   And how does this understanding contribute to any of her overall themes?
Step One

To answer this question in essay form, read the following short stories by O’Connor:
“A Good Man is Hard to Find”

“The Lame Shall Enter First”

“The Life You Save May be Your Own.”

Step Two
      Then, read the following articles about O’Connor and her works.  All articles are available in the Week Nine/Ten folder (online classes) and Folder #6 (for SW4 and W17 sections):

1.Paradise Not Regained:  Flannery O’Connor’s Unredeemed Pilgrims in the Garden of Evil”  by Mary McBride


2.“Flannery O’Conner’s Misfit and the Mystery of Evil” by John Desmond


3.“A Good Man is Hard to Find:  Overview” by Arthur Kinney
4.“Flannery O’Connor’s Fractured Families” by Tony Magistrale

5.“Guide for the Perplexed” by Michael Jordan

6.“This Lonesome Place,” by Hilton Als

7.“O’Connor and the Violence of Grace” by Thelma Shinn

8.“Flannery O’Connor’s “Rage of Vision” by Claire Katz

9.“Flannery O’Connor’s Witness to the Gospel of Life” by Ralph Wood
Step Three:  Two and Two

Choose at least two of the aforementioned short stories and at least two of the commentaries listed above to answer the question above.  You may use more than two articles, but you are not allowed to use any sources that are not listed above.  
  Because you are writing a literary-critical essay, you must ask the following question:  How does a particular element of fiction in the short stories help convey O’Connor’s understanding of human nature and the role of God in the world.    (See the Elements of Fiction handout in the Resource Folder)   
I. Defend your thesis by quoting the text itself to illustrate the validity of your 



 argument.  When you quote from the story itself, you are quoting from the narrator who 
is telling the story.  You must also incorporate at least two scholarly sources listed above in your 
analysis..  Enotes.com,  sparknotes, Wikipedia.com, etc. are absolutely forbidden as sources in your paper.   You must properly list your works and cite them within the text of your essay.  If the first and/or final draft is not timely filed, points will   be deducted from your grade if you fail to do so.   The Works Cited page is not included in the page number requirement.
IV. 
MLA format, 4-6 pages.  Essays must include in-text citations and a Works Cited page.                                                    
.   
Deadlines


See Assignment Schedule
